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 POLICY STATEMENT 

BURIAL OF CREMATED REMAINS 

PREAMBLE 

The primary role of all chaplains is one of pastoral ministry. This is because the mission of the Royal 

Canadian Chaplain Service is founded in the care of its faithful. This deep sense of caring is rooted in a 

genuine love for all those who may require or seek spiritual care and ministry. 

In matters concerning the burial of the cremated remains of Catholic faithful, recent Catholic teaching has 

sought to clarify with doctrinal and pastoral reasons the preference, in the case of cremation, of the 

conservation of ashes.1 Subsequently, the Roman Catholic Military Ordinariate seeks to guide and support 

Catholic chaplains as they respond to requests and inquiries on matters of the burial of the ashes of the 

faithful.  

I. THE DOCTRINE OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

1. The Instruction of the Catholic Church provides specific guidance on the proper disposition of the 

ashes of the cremated. It emphasizes 

i.  the Church’s strong preference for the actual burial of the Christian deceased as a way to 

show the Church’s faith in the resurrection of the body and as a reflection of the great 

dignity of the human body as an integral part of the human person whose body forms part 

of their identity;2  

ii.  that it is not permitted to scatter the ashes of the faithful departed in the air, on land, at 

sea, or in some other way, even if the motives that may have occasioned the choice of 

cremation were for sanitary, social or economic reasons. Every appearance of pantheism, 

naturalism or nihilism is to be avoided;3 

iii. that a Christian funeral is to be denied when the deceased notoriously had requested 

cremation and the scattering of their ashes for reasons contrary the Christian faith.4 

II. THE DOCTRINE OF THE CANADIAN ARMED FORCES5  

                                                 
1 Cf. Congregation for the Doctrine of Faith, Instruction Ad resurgendum cum Christo, 15 August, 2016. 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20160815_ad-

resurgendum-cum-christo_en.html.  
2 Ibid. no. 3 
3 Ibid. no. 7. 
4 Ibid.  no. 8 
5 Military doctrine is defined as the “fundamental principles by which military forces guide their actions in support 

of objectives.” Defence Terminology Bank record 1761. 

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20160815_ad-resurgendum-cum-christo_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20160815_ad-resurgendum-cum-christo_en.html


 

 

2. The Canadian Forces Administrative Orders outlines the procedure to be followed for the scattering of 

ashes if this is desired by the Next of Kin.6 

3. The Royal Canadian Chaplain Service is multi-faith and multi-denominational in composition. The 

Manual of the Royal Canadian Chaplain Service states that “when families choose to scatter the ashes of a 

deceased loved one at sea there are several points which the family must keep in mind.”7 The intent is to 

perform the ceremony in a dignified manner while respecting the tradition of the Royal Canadian Navy.  

III. THE POLICY OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC MILITARY ORDINARIATE 

4.  In the light of the teachings of the Catholic Church and with due consideration to the military policies 

on the scattering of ashes, all catholic chaplains, civilian officiating clergy and faithful of the Ordinariate 

must ensure that the urn containing the ashes of a departed member or former member of CAF or their 

families, is always interred in its entirety. The ashes are never to be scattered whether on land, sea or air. 

In a line, the ashes of the deceased must always have a final and stable resting place. However, the 

disposition of ashes is permitted at sea when following the Tradition of the Canadian Royal Navy and, 

when the ashes are disposed in the water in its entirety. This is to ensure total respect and dignity to the 

human body and its remains at all times. 

5. It is of utmost importance that the faithful of the Military Ordinariate be informed of the issue of the 

scattering of the ashes of their deceased loved ones. This is really a matter of providing pastoral care to 

the faithful so that they are not taken off guard. The faithful must be given the option to seek further 

clarification on this matter if required from their chaplains who are called to respond pastorally and 

compassionately while providing responsible spiritual leadership.  

6. However, if a family insists to scatter the ashes of their beloved on land, sea or air, the chaplain - with 

kindness, patience and pastoral sensitivity - is called to explain the teachings of the Catholic Church and 

its rationale to the member If these and other pastoral efforts prove futile, the chaplain may refer the 

member to another non-Catholic chaplain. 

Given on the 14th day of Dec 2017. 

 

 

Scott McCaig, CC 

Military Ordinary of Canada 

                                                 
6 Cf. Canadian Forces Administrative Orders, 24-5, Annex G, nos. 8 and 9. 

http://corpsec.mil.ca/admfincs/subjects/cfao/024-05_e.asp; Also see MARLANTORD 24-3; The Chaplain Army 

Manual, Annex F, p. 51 also cites committal of ashes from an aircraft 
7 Cf. Canadian Armed Forces, Royal Canadian Chaplain Service Manual, Vol. I. http://cmp-

cpm.mil.ca/assets/CMP_Intranet/docs/en/support/chaplaincy-rcchs-manual-policy-doctrinevol-one.pdf, p. 71. 

http://corpsec.mil.ca/admfincs/subjects/cfao/024-05_e.asp
http://cmp-cpm.mil.ca/assets/CMP_Intranet/docs/en/support/chaplaincy-rcchs-manual-policy-doctrinevol-one.pdf
http://cmp-cpm.mil.ca/assets/CMP_Intranet/docs/en/support/chaplaincy-rcchs-manual-policy-doctrinevol-one.pdf

